gleaming marble halls with blazing lights in the charge of spick
aid span officials. The splendour of it took our breath away,
and at last we came to the surface again to breathe. It was the
best Underground I had ever seen, and when it was opened, a
little after, the Muscovites spent their time and pennies travelling
round on it for the fun of the thing. Next to being thrown off a
tower in a parachute at the Culture Park, Moscow's Fun Fair,
more or less, it was their most popular amusement.

Then we were all wafted away again, and the next thing
you knew I was sitting in the Moscow State Opera. Eden, very
Balliol and well groomed, was in the ex-Imperial box, the band
played 'God save the Kong', and the house was packed full with
men and women, boys and girls, who, judged by Western
standards, I put down as member? of the proletariat, but no, I
was told, the proletariat isn't so lucky, these were the members
of the privileged class which the Proletarian State is throwing
up, higher officials, engineers and experts.

On the stage far below they danced 'Swan Lake'. It was one
of the loveliest things I ever saw, a superb performance that
held me spellbound. The ballet has survived the revolution in
glory not much diminished.

By day Eden talked about the outlook in Europe, with
Germany becoming mightier in arms than ever before, to
Litvinoff and then to Stalin. Few people in the western
world would recognize Stalin if they saw him in the street,
whereas Hitler or Mussolini would immediately be mobbed,
and yet he seems to be in many ways the greatest of the world's
dictators, he rules over a sixth of the world's surface and
160,000,000 people, and as far as you can judge from outside
he seems to be more of a tyrant in his own right than they and
less the instrument and prisoner of powerful groups.

Stalin lives immured in the Kremlin and is seldom seen. Very
few people were present at his meeting with Eden and a camel
might more easily pass through the eye of a needle than a
journalist enter the Kremlin or learn what transpires there.
But the advantage of my profession is that you make many
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